BOULANGER

error of tactics could have been foreseen from the first. General
Boulanger won by a heavy majority.

That evening saw the crisis of the whole Boulangist agita-
tion. Such a victory at such a time called for immediate and
decisive action. That was the universal opinion. A political
triumph so dramatic and so conclusive could only find a
fitting climax in the victor proclaiming himself to be a Crom-
well, a Monk or a Napoleon. Nothing less was hoped for by
the reactionists : nothing less was feared by the Eepublicans.
The figures of the poll were welcomed with enthusiastic cheer-
ing all along the boulevards, and the Boulangist anthem,
" En revenant de la Bevue" was played from one end of Paris
to the other. The ball was at the General's feet. He might
have failed to win his goal, but all Paris expected he would
make a good try for it. This meant that the very same night
he should either go straight to the Blysee himself or make
some bold stroke for which he had prepared beforehand,
that would fire the imagination of the people. Such was the
prevailing impression. The General celebrated his election for
the City of Paris at dinner at Durand's famous restaurant,
surrounded by his intimate supporters. The excitement
outside was tremendous. Hour after hour passed. Nothing
was done, nothing apparently had been made ready. The
strain of waiting became almost unbearable. The crowd
gradually got weary of anticipating the opening of a drama
whose prologue had so roused their expectations. At last,
instead of staying to watch the first scenes of a revolution,
they took themselves off quietly to bed. Boulanger's chance
of obtaining supremacy was gone.

It was always said that, backed by the Badicals, and sup-
ported by the President, the Minister of the Interior, M.
Constans, a most resohftg and unscrupulous man, who was
himself in the crowd outside the restaurant, was the main
cause of this miserable fiasco. Strong precautions had been
taken against any attempt at violence. Powerful forces
whose loyalty to the Eepublic was beyond question had been
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